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The decade that had elapsed between Barlow's return from
Spain and his presentation of Ms project to the King had not,
however, been unfruitful on the side of actual navigation.
Several trading voyages to Brazil had taken place, including
those sponsored by the elder William Hawkins of Plymouth, and
a letter is extant, dated 1536, in which he writes to Thomas
Cromwell, asking for a Royal loan to set forth certain ships,
since he had already been privately successful in searching 'for
the commodities of unknown countries'. A piratical voyage to
Brazil and San Domingo by the Barbara of London is recorded
in 1540, but it is significant that on this voyage, as well as those
of Hawkins, it was necessary to employ French pilots. This
same period saw the establishment of English trans-Atlantic
traffic with Newfoundland, an area sometimes referred to in
documents as the 'utter5 or 'ulterior parts'. A grant was made
to a shipmaster sailing thither in 1535, and the expedition of
Richard Ho re in 1536, of which Richard Hakluyt gives so
dramatic an account, turns out to be no more than an ordinary
fishing voyage, although the enterprising captain carried with
him a large company of gentlemen sightseers, anxious to be the
first in Court and Legal circles to set foot in the New World1.
It is typical of the lag of English knowledge behind that of the
Continent that Roger Barlow did not feel the necessity of adding
a single line to Enciso's description of Central and Noith
America and the West Indies written in 1518.
That his proposal for northern discovery was offered for
consideration to the Privy Council, and that preliminary steps
were taken to carry it into effect is a reasonable inference to be
drawn from a letter of Chapuys, the Spanish Ambassador in
England, written to the Queen of Hungary on a6th May, 1541.
* About two months ago [i.e. in March], there was a deliberation
in the Privy Council as to the expediency of sending two ships
to the Northern Seas for the purpose of discovering a passage
between Islandt and Engronland for the Northern Regions
1 E. G. R. Taylor: 'Richard Here's Voyage of 1536,' Geo*. Journal,
May, 1931.